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DIARY

6/7 DEC


STAFF ADMINISTRATION & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

7 DEC


SCHOOL CLOSES FOR 2004

7 DEC


BOT MEETING

25 DEC


BIG FAT MAN VISITS WITH SACK AT 1.00AM
27 JAN

YEARS 11 TO 13 STUDENTS ATTEND BETWEEN 1PM & 3PM TP FINALISE 


COURSES
1ST FEB 2005

TERM ONE STARTS
25 MAR

GOOD FRIDAY

28/29 MAR

EASTER MONDAY & TUESDAY

15 APR 2005

END OF TERM ONE



KORERO

The end of a school year always means some farewells.

Two of our long-standing teachers, Graham Wells and Wendy Drummond, are formally leaving us.  They have been on leave this year, mainly so that Graham could recover from major surgery, and have now decided to stay in Nelson.

They have contributed a great deal to the school in over 20 years of involvement.  I know there are many parents who remember being taught by Graham to take an interest in local and world history and affairs or who have had a good discussion with him at some time.  Graham himself write to me stating “Collingwood Area School has guts and energy with a strong and vibrant community backing it.  Long may it retain its status as a place where students are treated with compassion and respect by an exceptional and committed staff.”

Wendy has given much over the years especially to younger students.  CASST also would not be the same without the years that she put into it as the school’s liaison person.  Wendy now has a position with the Correspondence School based in Nelson.

I know we all wish them well and can adapt to living in the city compared to their idyllic spot along the beach.

The office will also be a quieter place next year.  Di Hone is also moving over the hill to Nelson.  We will all miss her humour, energy and the way that she has been able to adapt to the wide variety of tasks and roles that the office person in a busy school is required to take on.  She has been a great asset to the school and I have personally much appreciated the help and support that she has given me.  Good luck for your next step Di (and good luck Nelson).

We also say farewell to Sue Riley who has spent the past two terms helping in rooms 4 and 15.  It has been really good to have a person with Sue’s experience available to step in at short notice.  

Chris Dooley, a teacher aide, is also leaving after spending nearly two years here helping his son Kane.

Good luck to all of you.

Good luck too to all of our students who are leaving.  Some are finishing their schooling and are entering the next big phase of their life whether it is as a member of the work force or in further education. Others are moving to other schools.  Wherever you are going, remember to take your opportunities and take on challenges so that you can make as much of your life as possible.

To everybody, thanks for all of the support that you have given our students this year and have a very good summer. 

John Garner
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AGENDA FOR BOT MEETING 

7 DECEMBER 2004

A
REGULAR MEETING PROCEDURES

1. Additional matters for tonight’s agenda

2. Reflection – Henk Zwanikken

3. Minutes

4. Correspondence

B
MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE REPORTS

1. Curriculum Requirements and Student Achievement

2. Documentation and Self-review

3. Employer Responsibilities

4. Financial and Property Management 

5. Health and Safety

6. Administration

C
GENERAL BUSINESS

1.
Set 2005 Curriculum Reports and dates

D
IN-COMMITTEE BUSINESS
Arrangements for the start of 2005

Years 11 to 13 students need to report to the school between 1 and 3pm on Friday 28 January to discuss their courses for the year.  It will be really good if parents/caregivers come along too especially if changes to the student’s programme are likely.

[image: image5.wmf]All students are expected at school at the usual time on Tuesday, 1 February ready to begin another year of learning.

There will some changes to our Bus system next year to help keep your families safer.

One major change will be a role call taken before buses are able to leave in the afternoon.

This will mean that Bus Monitors and Karen will check students off against the role, which means, that as parents, you will need to let the school know if your family is not at school and that if you take your family out of school during the day (which is the system at present).

Another change will be for students and parents to jointly sign a Bus Contract which will clearly lay out expectations of behaviour and responsibilities of those who travel on the bus.

S u n   P r o t e c t i o n – it is school policy for years 1 to 8 students to wear wide-brimmed hats when outside during terms 1 and 4.  We also encourage all of our older students to wear hats.

Too many of our students are just not wearing them.  Some forget and others, especially older ones, say they don’t have one.

Next year we will be enforcing the wearing of hats.  Students without them will not be allowed outside at intervals and lunchtimes or to take part in outside activities during class time.

Please support us both by reinforcing the message of how damaging the sun can be to skin and by ensuring that your children have a hat to wear.
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Collingwood Community Children’s



Christmas Party




Hosted by Collingwood Playcentre





A stress free day for all families in the Collingwood area to come 




together and enjoy a fun packed day including a delicious morning tea, 



(provided) Christmas Carols, (musicians to accompany) a special guest, 



best known as Santa with his wonderful helpers, (arriving on the fire 
engine) followed by a picnic and swim. (optional)




Thursday 23rd December




Collingwood School Hall





Starting at 10.00am with Santa arriving at 11.00am and leaving around 


noon.  We also have Mr Whippy visiting with a special treat.



Families to bring own rug, picnic & swimming gear.





There will be a small fee for those who haven’t purchased a pool key.

a gold coin donation please to help with costs.





Please phone with number of children attending and for further in




formation on 5248264 Julie Robinson or 5248480 Sacha Storer.
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Thank you very much to all you wonderful people out there who help our school run smoothly. We would not be able to do all the extras such as sporting events, camps, trips, cooking, construction and weaving without your support. We really appreciate the time, support and energy you put into making Collingwood Area School the best possible place for your children.

Have a great holiday!

From Alison Menary on behalf of the Primary Team.

[image: image10.wmf]This week Betty Wilson has been kind enough to give us a rundown on her life.  Thanks, Betty :

I was born and raised in the Bay with a tough upbringing having three brothers and a father who was an Army Officer to contend with.  I still remember the care, which I got a lot, of when I misbehaved.

I went to school in Takaka but wasn’t a brilliant student. When I left school I milked cows and saved my hard earned money, ten shillings, a milking.  I went on a trip around the South Island with my girlfriend, until then I hadn’t been past Nelson.
I then got a job at the tearooms where I worked from 8.30am to 7.30pm, 6 days per week for twelve pounds.  I push biked to and from to work from Puramahoi.

I brought myself a scooter and was knocked off it 4 months later by a car.  I spend 12 months in hospital.

Later I got married and had four children, one daughter and three sons.  When my youngest was 7months old, I found myself back in hospital very sick which meant my mother had to step in and take on the role of being carer for my children.
Eventually after 6moths I was well enough to go back to work and became manager of the Takaka Takeaways until it sold, which meant that I was unemployed again.

In 1991 I got a Taskforce job at CAS, I learnt how to use the computer and put the library books on it.

In 1992 I joined the BOT team, back then meetings would go until midnight, it was an interesting job with lots of debates.

1993 was a terrible year for me, I lost my father and father in-law and after 25 years, my marriage.
However I continued to work at CAS as a teacher aide and cleaner.  I was told by some staff that the cleaning job would be hard as the boss was tough, I found him a good boss and he has taught me lots.

In 1994 my boys were knocked off their bike by a tourist on the wrong side of the road.  I was really wondering when things were going to come right.  I got the assistant caretaker’s job and things were looking up.

The kids left for their careers and I was very much alone but with support of CAS staff and my friends I came right.  I could write a book on my life and the comings and goings of staff at CAS.

Some who have left I miss are Marie, Martin, Graham, Wendy and Audrey.

Audrey taught me alot, she was a hard worker and worked well above her paid hours.  She would put her hand to anything.

Di (who is leaving) is a bit like her.  She does the office, treats the sick, fixes computers, helps the teachers and kids etc, the list goes on.  After school hours she is involved with netball and rugby .Di will be hard to replace, I wish you all the best for the future.

To all the staff, have a great Christmas and as I enjoy my work and have a great boss.

I Will see you next year.     Betty 

MANY THANKS to Di for all the work she has put in to word process Flyer each week for the community.  It’s one of those thankless tasks when many people presumed an awful lot of her (and so often got their copy in late).  She’s gone above and beyond the call of duty with so much of her layout and design.  Thanks and good luck wherever you end up, Di.

CRACKERS were invented in Victorian England by Thomas Smith and confectioner (sweet maker) by trade.  When he was visiting Paris he noticed some bons-bons for sale – twists of coloured paper containing sugared almonds – and he brought the idea back to England and developed it by adding a love motto and little toys.  His idea really took off when he added the ‘bang.’  He was reputedly sitting by the fire at Christmas when a log crackled loudly, and this gave him the idea for a log-shaped package containing a bon-bon, a motto and, of course, the bang!

By the end of the century crackers were being produced by the million.  The contents were at times unbelievably elaborate – masks, puzzles, perfumes, musical toys, fans, hats, coats, umbrellas, eyeglasses – a far cry from the paper hat and unrecognisable plastic article found in most of today’s crackers.  It is possible to buy cracker-making kits and you can make your own.  You can even make them of coloured paper that matches your table decorations and you can make sure the little trinkets and tokens inside them are appropriate to the person who pulls each one.  (From The Spirit of Christmas Past  by Linda Clements.)

Thanks from Room 4…

Well, here we are at the end of the year again! It's been a busy, exciting and fun one for all of us in Room 4. We began the year with just nine kids, and thanks to a boom in breeding five years ago, we have increased our class size to 22, which is quite large for a new-entrant classroom. The year has been a very successful one with too many highlights to list. 
We have again been blessed to have regular help from parents and this makes a huge difference to the kids' learning. Thanks heaps to all parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles who have helped through the year, and extra special thanks to the parents who have made a point of coming in regularly. 
Our recent camp was so successful thanks to the help of so many parents. It was especially great to see a large number of fathers there for their kids. Despite the snoring, your presence was much appreciated! Extra special thanks to John Garner and the BOT for your leadership and level-headedness! And finally, a huge thank you to the staff of Collingwood Area School who are a wonderful team and have shown all the necessary humour, support and friendship required to make school a fun place for children to be.

Next year we begin with ten children and work our way through the year, increasing our numbers to twenty by December.  I have some plans already for a revitalised classroom and programme although I am definitely looking forward to a break over the summer. All the best for a great holiday… See you back at CAS in February!!!

Jonny Hanlon + Room 4
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It’s a tough job being a Bus Monitor.

When your friends play up…it’s a difficult position to be in.

When you need to remind someone older than yourself about something…..it’s not that easy.

It’s a challenging position that requires patience and leadership and a “good heart”.

Thanks to all the following students who have been marvellous monitors over 2004.

Some of you might like to offer yourselves again next year, and there maybe some of you who would like to have a go. Let me know.

Samantha Harvey


Bridie Zwanniken

Emmanue Angus
Simon Swiggs



Anna Smith


Stephanie Fulcher

Sophie Baker



Monique Curtain

Anne Marie Mabus

Danielle Hollis



Ella-Rose Littlejohn 














You   are   all   wonderful   



from Karen


       young   people.










As part of the schools Student Achievement Annual Target for 2004 a Strategic Goal set by the Board of Trustees was to ‘identify the learning needs of all students….with an emphasis on BOYS’. The Target set was to identify where boys are and aren’t achieving at Collingwood Area School.

This set Goal was a response to a New Zealand wide declining standard of boy’s school performance in the last decade, particularly in English and Literacy. This shows up in the first two years of schooling partly because of neurological differences between the development of boys and girls brains affecting capacities and interests. Boys struggle with picking up reading and writing but are keeping pace with the learning of numbers and maths.

These differences in learning evens out between Years 3 to 6 but for the rest of secondary education nation wide trends show boys struggle in those areas of the curriculum that is English or strongly literacy based.

 The questions we have been asking and examining in our own school environment based on the research available are;
            1) In what areas are our boys ‘underachieving’ and achieving well?

Here are some very general indicators that we have so far found from our data. In PAT reading and comprehension results for Years 4 to 10 classes in our school, 50% of boys achieved below average compared with 42% for girls. The Australasian School English exams results show that on average girls are achieving better results than boys. In the Australasian School Mathematics results of our top 8 students, 5 were boys. Our top Year 11, 12, 13 students for 2004 were all boys.  In Year 11 & 12 English and Maths classes boys and girls are achieving on par with each other however girls are higher achievers in the Year 7 to 10 English classes. Boys are dominant in the Information Technology, PE and Design Technology Departments. Of the 176 Incident Reports handed out this year for inappropriate and offensive behaviour 128 were given to boys. This represents a 3:1 ratio.

            2) How can our school provide a good educational environment for boys by changing our teaching programmes and developing a better awareness of how boys learn differently from girls?
During the year we have made some inroads into this through attending courses on ‘Boys Learning’, running ‘Power Point’ presentations at full staff meetings and having productive discussion amongst staff identifying where positive changes can be made. This is just the start of what we intend to be an ongoing focus for 2005 as well.

3) How can we best promote the importance of family stability and parental education in a child’s education, especially in the way fathers and other males can make a difference in boy’s learning by taking an interest and active role.
Below are just a few of the ideas that we have identified as ‘positive inputs’ into boy’s learning and development which we as a school culture will be encouraging and supporting.


# Become involved in your son’s learning. Visit his class as a parent helper.


# Become an active role model for your son and other boys. Boys need older men in their lives.


# Share some hands-on activities and games with boys. Boys like competition and participation. Wrestle with them!


# Read to them. Boys love stories about heroes, courage, sacrifice, over-coming obstacles and protecting those you love. These are the masculine virtues boys find activating.


# Find time, even 5 minutes for a catch up. Share thoughts, feelings, what’s going on in their lives. 


# Make sure boy’s fathers or caregivers, whether they live with them or not, receive newsletters, reports and other information of their son’s learning.


# Work in with other fathers/males to get involved at school with trips, camps, parent-children evenings and sports.
Developing a culture of understanding of the learning differences between boys and girls will be an on going process. But at least we have made a start to address the issue and look honestly at what we can do as a school and community. One direction we hope to be taking in 2005 is to become part of a Government initiated  Reference Group that will provide advice on boys’ educational achievement and how we build support for effective practice and innovation in teaching boys.
Derek Macleod.

                                                                                                    


PLEASE USE THESE TO PLACE YOUR ORDERS AT THE OFFICE BEFORE SCHOOL.

Lunches available on Mondays, Wednesdays & Friday

NO SOUP THIS TERM BUT SALADS ARE AVAILABLE NOW

NAME:
…
NAME:…………………………….............................

1.
1.

½ Baguette or
½ Baguette or

Mince Pie with an apple and any 2 of the
Mince Pie with an apple and any 2 of the following:
following:

Banana
Banana

Muesli Bar
Muesli Bar

Yoghurt
Yoghurt

Fruit Snack (Peaches/Pears in juice)
Fruit Snack (Peaches/Pears in juice)

Juice (Orange, Apple, Blackcurrant)
Juice (Orange, Apple, Blackcurrant)

Cheese & Crackers
Cheese & Crackers

Rice Cracker & Salsa
Rice Cracker & Salsa

Choc Chip Biscuit
Choc Chip Biscuit

Afghan Biscuit
Afghan Biscuit

2.
Whole Baguette
2.
Whole Baguette

3.
Pizza Bread & Drink
3.
Pizza Bread & Drink

4.
Salad & Roll  $6.00
4.
Salad & Roll  $6.00
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Tui Found Pulled to Bits





Yesterday at Collingwood Area School a bodiless tui was discovered on the playground. We think Jonny's cat had lunch. Mr Ritchie told us about the tui's tongue, it had a piece of fluff on it. Karen noticed the piece of fluff and she thought it was the cats fur.


By Wilbur








S W I M M I N G   L E S S O N S 


AT ROCKVILLE POOL


We found some valuables left behind at the Rockville Pool after Pattison’s swimming lessons last Saturday & Sunday.


If your child has lost anything, please contact Marta on 5248954














SPECIAL MENTION MUST BE MADE of the wonderful example of guts and determination made by Fern Hoskin and Lori Nalder, who, during the triathlon last week, had breakdowns with their bikes, and, instead of giving up they chucked their bikes down and ran the rest of the course.  Well done you two.

















CHRISTMAS COLOURS  by Phoebe Zeller.





Red is the colour of December


Green is the symbol of Nature, Youth,


And hope of Eternal Life.


White stands for Light, Purity and Joy.


Gold stands for Sunlight


And that’s what makes up Christmas.











QUOTE OF THE WEEK:


	


“Come on, Rudolph!  Get that gang of yours going.  We’ve got heaps of work to do.  We even need to get to Collingwood in New Zealand by the 25th and you guys are just standing there munching your hay.  For the children’s sake – GET A WRIGGLE ON – otherwise you’ll be reindeer stew!”  Ess Claws 2004.








BIRTHDAY WISHES





This is the last set of greetings for the year so we say a special MANY HAPPY RETURNS to Hine Griffiths, Kerry Nalder, Sam Maxwell, Clara Mapley, Ashley Riley, Billy Haldane, Clarissa Barham, Chloe Wells, Ethan Solly, Tasma McNabb, Kane Sinclair, Olivia Riley, Sandra Solly and Derek Johnson.  Santa says that because your birthdays are near Christmas, you can only have one present











Tui Murdered at C.A.S also Known as Collingwood Area School





Detectives are still investigating but we have one suspect, the bird terror. The bird terror has a beak that goes like over sized corner and a poisonous tongue. The school is closed until the end of the year.


By Kerry














Tui Found Pulled to Bits





Yesterday at Collingwood Area school a bodiless tui was discovered in the playground by Kent Strange and Lachlan McLellan. Kent Strange and Lachlan Mclellan brought the tui in. Mr Ritchie gave us information about the tui. The tongue had furry stuff on the end to get the nectar.


By Kane























CHRISTMAS STORY  by William Barham.


Once upon a time there were two kids called Danny and Connor.  On Christmas they wanted to be bad so they went to the fireplace and lit the fire so Santa couldn’t come down the chimney.  And they locked all the windows in the house and then they went back to bed.  In the morning they saw a red cloak in the fire.  The End.














Tui found pulled to bits





Yesterday Kent and Lachlan found a Tui's head in the playground at playtime. Jonny found the tui's wing in the playground after playtime. Our class discovered something in the tui's beak,  we thought it was a bit of Fat Boy's fur. We are still finding the rest of the tui so we can find out what or who killed the tui. The feathers on the Tui were so beautiful and when you move the tui's feathers in the light they shine so beautifully in the light.


By Jessica.























