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GOOD FRIDAY

korero
Happy new year everybody. 

I hope you’ve all enjoyed a good long summer although I’m sure all of you associated with farming are happy with the pouring rain that is happening as I write this.

We are having a good smooth start to the year.  We are fully staffed.  Chris Brace is our new science teacher.  He is fresh from England but is well-qualified with three years' experience teaching over there.  We are lucky to have been able to appoint a science teacher so quickly.  I know of schools that have taken over a year to fill such a position recently.

Barbara Wills has resigned her position as teacher aide and Marta Barham will take over her duties.  We wish Barbara well and welcome Marta onto our staff.  She has been a familiar face at the school in recent years and I’m sure she will fit in well.

Our results for external qualifications for our senior students are excellent.  More details are given elsewhere but special congratulations to Stephanie Win for gaining an  A Bursary and Amanda Harvey for gaining a B Bursary.  

All of our 5 students who sat bursary passed in every individual subject they entered.  This must be some sort of record.  Stephanie was also only two marks short of gaining a scholarship in Biology.

Although 80 credits are sufficient to gain a level one certificate at NCEA five of our ten students gained over 100.  A special mention must go to Jae Barrett with 188 credits, Ned Wells with 160 and Izaak Burrough with 153.

These results show that students can gain the best possible results from attending a smaller rural school.  

I am looking forward to a good positive year where there is a focus on improving the learning opportunities for all of our students.

John Garner

2003 EXTERNAL QUALIFICATIONS

University Bursaries

4 students sat a full set of bursary subjects.  Stephanie Win gained an  A bursary, Amanda Harvey a B and Aidan Swafford and Elspeth Miller gained University Entrance.

Joel Baxendale also sat two subjects as a year 12 student and gained a B pass in both of them.

So all of our students passed every paper that they sat at this level.

Year 12

Joel gained 130 credits (as well as the two bursary passes mentioned above.)

Sarah Oates gained 108 credits and also comfortably gained her Level 2 certificate.

Year 11

Jae Barrett, Ned Wells, Izaak Burrough, Laurette Christie and Sophie Baker all comfortably gained their Level One certificate.  Nicola Tunstall has plenty of credits but needs one more English standard to complete the requirements to gain her level one.

So overall we have excellent results.  The beauty of the new system is that students who haven’t gained enough credits for a certificate in one year can continue to gain them the next year rather than having to start all over again.

With our smaller classes we can offer enough flexibility so that students can easily have the opportunity to attempt the standards that they need and so complete the qualifications.

Congratulations to all of our students at these senior levels for their successes last year.

RECEIVING THE FLYER BY EMAIL.

This is a possibility and will help the paper war.  Let the office know and we will wire it to you each week.

SCHOOL GROUNDS

Bill Climo has been busy while the rest of us have been on holiday making sure that the grounds are kept in good condition and the swimming pool is up to standard.  His work wasn’t helped with two large trees falling over at the start of the holidays.  Clearing up the wood and debris has been a big task.

Bill’s work also wasn’t helped by a small group who liked to visit the swimming pool at unsociable hours and indulge in minor but annoying vandalism.  The police have been informed and I know they are keeping an eye on it to try and stop this behaviour that only creates more work for Bill.

CONGRATULATIONS TO Derek Johnston and Trish for the safe arrival of Cameron Johnston last Sunday.  Just a little bit early, but hale and hearty.  Dad’s doing well, too.  Well done, Trish.

WELCOME TO FLYER FOR 2004.  Well, as promised, we're back again for another year trying to keep you informed of what's happening at school.  For those of you who are new, Welcome!  We hope you enjoy the weekly Flyer and find it useful.  It comes home via the YOUNGEST in your family each Friday, so please ask them for it.  There are the important Diary section which tells you what is coming up, John Garner's Korero or message about current issues, successes etc., the usual school notices and community notes about things happening in the wider area.  There is also the opportunity for you to have your say about whatever is currently pushing your buttons in VIEWPOINT.  Remember the school has the right to ask you to modify or withdraw what you say, if we feel it's a bit too controversial.  We also do not accept responsibility for what you say.  Please read and enjoy!


GYMNASTICS

Badges have arrived!! Unfortunately I did not receive enough Grade 2 badges and am 2 short. I have decided to postpone handing out badges until all students can get badges at the same time. I will keep you posted. There will be no gymnastics until at least term 2.

Thanks for your patience.

Lynne 

LIBRARY NEWS

Greetings!  Welcome back to the Library - we can’t wait for you to see and read the fabulous new books and magazines we have in store for you this year.  We have bought new copies of old favourites, and we have bought lots of “the next book in the series” so you can find out what your favourite characters are up to - we’ve also got lots of Horse & Pony mags, and Hunting & Fishing mags to share.

A few things will be different this year - no more writing down your name and book number!  Since we lost $1,544 worth of books last year (more on that later) every book must now be issued through the computer.  Do not just take a book - it must go through the computer first.  And … only 1 or 2 books at a time … and no books if you have an overdue book.  Tough huh - but it’s because we lost 128 books last year - 128 books just walked out on their own and have completely vanished. Sadly, many are the brand new, expensive, books we especially bought for you with the grant money we received last year.  Some are really valuable books that although not new, will cost a lot for us to replace.  And, of course, that’s less money we can spend on new books.  You can help - if we get these lost books back then we can buy new ones - so have a look at home and see if any are hiding in your bookshelf (or under your bed): 

LOST BOOKS – PLEASE LOOK!

PICTURE BOOKS:

Animalia 
Boy Meets Bear
    Buzz & Poppy Chase a Rainbow
       The Cherry Dress

The Choosing Day        Daniel’s Dinosaurs        Just Like Me             Let’s Look at My World

The Magic School Bus at the Waterworks      Mr Cat      My Maori Colours ( brand new $12)

The New Baby   Over in the Meadow   Ribbon Rescue    Dragor   Garth Pig & the Icecream Lady

Get out of Bed        Good Morning Chick

Green Eggs and Ham and other stories (brand new hardcover $29)        Guess Where I Live

Tahu, Ra and the Taniwha     Tale of Tom Kitten     Truelove      Twelve Cats for Christmas

Uncle Ebenezer’s Alphabetical Zoo    Where the Wild Things Are     Whistle for Willie

Witch in the Cherry Tree

FICTION:

Adventure on Skull Island        Along the Dangerous Trail      Asterix & Obelix All At Sea 

The Autumn Tree           The Beat             Biker                            Blue                         Buddy

Burning for Revenge (another in the “Tomorrow” series gone)       The Cabbage Patch War

Catalogue of the Universe     Checkmate at Chess City       Come Danger, Come Darkness

The Cybil War     Daggerspell (brand new, $20, one of a series)      Daredevil Park

Darkness Be My Friend (yet another “Tomorrow” book gone)      Dolphin Island

Jess the Border Collie    Messages

Molly Moon’s Incredible Book of Hypnotism (brand new $17 and the favourite of practically every girl in Y5)    Mystery of One Wish Pond     Night in Werewolf Woods     Present Takers

Famous for Five Minutes    Firestorm

First Test (brand new $14.95 - the first in a brand new series which a student requested)
Fly Away Home      The Footprints Mystery    The Fright    Glad Rags    Gurgle

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (this just plain makes us mad - brand new $29.95, never even got to the shelf)    Harry Wakatipu    How to Live Forever

Hunchback of Notre-Dame (this is probably propping up a coffee table somewhere)
Ring Around the Sun    Sabrina the Teenage Witch    Spellcaster    Star Rangers Meet the Solar Robot

‘Tis    Trouble With Takeaways    Unmentionable    Weedy Me    World’s Scariest True Ghost Stories

And finally NON-FICTION  (although who would not notice some of these massive books are in their home beats me:)

The Airborne Soldier ($30)    Awesome Justin Marshall    Cage of Words    Chimpanzees

Dairy of Anne Frank    Hundertwasser ($45)     In the Cockpit     Incredible Buried Treasure    Insects

Kid’s First Book of Magical Activities    Land of the Long White Cloud    Last Two Million Years

Let’s Look at Life on Earth    Lions    Mind Mazes for Kids    Mysteries and Marvels of the Animal World    The Nazis    POW The Untold Stories of New Zealanders as Prisoners of War    Pirates

Possum Hunt (brand new $15, one of a great series bought especially for boys)
Earth & Space    The Elephant    Everybody Hurts   Fish of Maui    Food Around the World

He Whai: old and new string figures from Aotearoa New Zealand (fabulous brand new book $24 now gone gone gone)
Hedgehogs   History of the Vietnam War ($40)    Horse Sense    How to Draw Comic Book Bad Guys

Seals    Should we Forget?    Smile Please    Suicide Squads    Tadpole Diary

Te ao o te Maori: the world of the Maori    Ten Modern New Zealand Poets

Welcome to Bug World: the most exciting theme park ever (brand new hardcover $25)
Wonders of the Universe    World History - a visual factfinder

World War II Home Front Germany (one from a set of encyclopedia $40)

THE BUSES.
Karen Pomeroy has kindly offered to take over as Bus Controller this year to give John Weston a break from it.  She has made a good start with the students, Mark Iggo and the drivers.  Here is her notice:

Let’s keep everyone safe!!  

Remember to keep well back from the road until the bus has stopped before getting on in the morning.

Remember to be quiet and calm when travelling on the bus.

Remember to remain seated until the bus has stopped.

Remember to wait for the bus to go two power pole lengths down the road before crossing the road.

Remember to be polite to your bus driver (even if you’re having a bad hair day!)

Our bus drivers at this stage are:  Mark Iggo, Warren Iggo, Brandon Sparrow, Val & Graham Williams, Brian Warren and Pat Beatson.  We will be looking to appoint two bus wardens from each bus route over the next two weeks and these students will have training from Gerry Tonkin during weeks 4 & 5.

Please refer any concerns to me, Karen Pomeroy.

CONTINUING EDUCATION.

An exciting Continuing Education programme is going to happen this year with your input and mine.  The members of our committee are Cheryl Win, Ali Scott, Jonny Hanlon, and Karen Pomeroy.  If you would like to be part of this team please let me know.  If you would like to tutor or have ideas for courses please contact Karen Pomeroy.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING.  This is a big problem in the Bay and there will be a meeting in the Senior Citizens’ Hall, Takaka on Wednesday, 18th February at 7.30pm to help people become informed.  Experts from the Habitat for Humanity Group in Nelson will be guest speakers.  They are Di Cressey and Jan Boyle.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK to Celia Tomlinson, Max Thorby and Jonny Hanlon.  Sorry, but were under a bit of pressure to put all the holiday names in, too.

THE SCHOOL WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME these students to our ranks.  We hope you all have a great and rewarding time with us.  Vanessa Buck (Y11), Alix (Y8) and Pascal (Y7) Causer-McBurney, Clarissa Barham (Y1), Turi Hikuroa (Y2), and Taine Lochhead (Y1).

SORRY, BUT THERE WON’T BE A FLYER NEXT WEEK DUE TO THE SHORT WEEK (NELSON ANNIVERSARY AND WAITANGI DAY.

 New Zealand to visit Farewell Spit but we are lucky enough to have this fascinating place on our doorstep. On the 11th and 12th of February two classes will travel to Farewell Spit in two of the Farewell Spit Echo tour buses to begin their study (i.e. two different classes each day). We will not be traveling to the Lighthouse but will focus on activities closer to the base of The Spit. We will need parents to help with supervision and to join in with the activities planned. Classroom teachers will be in contact with you closer to the date with details about cost, which of the two days your child will go, time of departure, gear to bring, etc. Please feel welcome to come along.

IMPORTANT EVENTS:  PLEASE DON’T’ FORGET THE TWO SENIOR SCHOOL PARENTS’ MEETINGS ON THE 4TH FEBRUARY FOR YEAR 11 – 13 STUDENTS, AND THE ONE FOR YR 7 – 10 STUDENTS ON THE 11TH  .  BOTH MEETINGS WILL BE IN THE LIBRARY STARTING AT 7.30PM.

ALSO PARENTS, FRIENDS AND THE COMMUNITY ARE ALL WELCOME TO COME TO THE SENIOR SWIMMING AND ATHLETICS ON THE 11TH AND 17TH FEBRUARY RESPECTIVELY TO WATCH AND TAKE PART!

NON-SMOKING

Collingwood Area School has been a no-smoking zone for several years.

So the new legislation on schools being smoke-free really has no effect on us.

It is important for everybody connected with the school, however, to be fully aware that there is no smoking at all on the school grounds or at any school activities.  This does need to be strictly enforced under the new legislation.

So we ask you to respect this requirement as a safety measure for everybody at the school and to save anybody the possible embarrassment of having to be “told off.”

SENIOR PROGRAMME IN WEEK ONE
There has been a special programme in place for our years 11,12,13 students for this first week.

There have been several aims including team building, goal setting, career guidance, learning subject specific skills and understanding the NCEA qualifications system.  All students will also be able to kick start their qualifications for the year by having the opportunity to gain two unit standards.

So far there has been planning activities in the classroom, group physical challenges in the gym but the sailing was very difficult in still conditions.

Two of our students, Sophie and Laurette, are off to Waikanae this weekend as part of the preparations for the forty-hour famine later this term.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK:





TOO MANY SQUARE MEALS MAKE TOO MANY ROUND PEOPLE.





 






























































